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Psalm 139:14 –                                                      

I praise you because I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made; your works are        

wonderful, I know that full well.  

A friendly reminder that children can be 
dropped to School after 8.30am and           

collected before 3.30pm 

Students that arrive after 9:10am 
need to be signed in at the office. 

Please let the Office know if your child/ren 

will be off school due to illness or another 

reason.   

You can do this by using our App - School 

Stream; emailing or calling the school     

before 9:30am.   
Thank you! 

Notes to Parents: 

 

I am so proud to be the Principal of Newstead 

Christian School, wherever I go I find myself 

boasting about what God is doing in our 

midst. Most of all, it’s the staff, students and 

families that I brag about. When you look at 

what’s happening, it’s no wonder. 

This week, Mr Green took the Year 8-10 students to a Science 

competition run by UTAS. I am pleased to report that we 

came in second place, a massive step up from 2017. Last 

year, the biggest letdown for our students was their bridge 

building skills. Whilst I am, of course proud of the new placing 

for the school in the results, more than that I am proud of Mr. 

Green and the students who allowed their failure and disap-

pointment to spur them on to do better. Rather than sit in the 

disappointment and frustration, they reflected on what had 

happened, why it had happened and then worked hard to 

make sure they didn’t repeat the same mistakes. I was so 

grateful to be in the car with the winning bridge builders on 

their way home, the excitement in the air was electric and in-

fectious. 

The week before last, the Year 7/8 soccer team suffered a de-

feat that caused several of them to feel disappointed. When 

we discussed why they felt down about the result, it became 

clear that they wished they had put more into the strategizing 

and planning before the match, that they had worked better 

as a team and listened to one another. Last week, these same 

students did just that and, although they still lost the match, 

the students were pleased with the improvements in how they 

played and worked as a team. Like I said, so much to be 

proud of. 

Last week, I was privileged to take the senior school students 

to a talk from Reggie Dabbs at LCS (You can find a message 

to parents from Reggie on the LCS Facebook page). Apart 

from having lots of fun and laughing until our sides hurt, Reg-

gie helped us to understand that in life there will always be 

disappointments but that we have a choice as to whether we 

sit in them or find the lesson and the hope in those circum-

stances.  

With Jesus there is always hope, we just sometimes need help 

to see it. I think this is what Jesus was talking about in Mark 

1:15 when he said, “The time has come. The kingdom of God 

has come near. Repent and believe.” The kingdom of God is 

within us and around us but sometimes our perspective and 

disappointment can blind us to this truth. As we take the time 

and space to reflect on events and circumstances and our re-

actions to them, we have an opportunity to repent (literally 

change our minds) about how we see things and choose in-

stead to believe what God says and sees in the situation.  

In Him  

Di Hooley 

ASSEMBLIES WILL BE WEEKLY  

Assemblies will be weekly Thursday       

morning’s from 9am and held in the Senior 

Hub. 

One week a class will present the Assembly 

and the following Thursday is presented by 

our Principal, Di Hooley. 

Parents are welcome to attend 

7th June - Grade 9/10 with Michelle from 

the R.S.P.C.A 

14th June - Di Hooley 

21st June - Grade 7/8                                   

28th June - Di Hooley 

5th July - Grade 5/6 

PARENTS PLEASE FEEL WELCOME TO ATTEND 

Ladies Morning Walk 

 
Every Tuesday morning at 9am the ladies 

are meeting Hallams 

waterfront car park 

9:15 am for a walk 

along the  river.    
Claire Scaife 0459 392 532  



 

 

Maths Teacher to Years 7 to 10 

Most students from last year will know me as Newstead Christian School’s Art 

teacher, though in 2018, I have the privilege of teaching Mathematics to the     

students in Years 7 to 10. I have worked as a high school teacher since 1995,   

specialising in Maths and Science. Most of my career has been spent teaching in a 

Christian school in Queensland, teaching subjects including maths, science, art, 

ICT and Biblical Studies. In 2011, I met my husband (a Tasmanian resident), 

moved to Launceston in 2012 and married in 2013. 

Over the last 3 years, I have been engaged in Maths education working on a national research project   

assisting teachers to improve their own practice in maths education and working with preservice teachers 

at UTAS. I suppose by now you have worked out “I love MATHS” and I love teaching it too. I am really  

excited in helping the students in my care to feel confident in their own maths ability and enjoy learning 

about new mathematical concepts. 

Aside from my time at NCS I love to travel with my husband and find a new place to explore. In my spare 

time, I love to entertain family and friends in our home and spending time with my husbands 3 adult sons 

and their partners. We have the joy of being grandparents to our 5 year old granddaughter and welcomed 

another granddaughter in may.  I love to cook, bake, sew and spend time in the garden. My husband and I 

attend Door of Hope Christian Church and often serve at Hope Central on Sunday mornings. I am really 

looking forward to getting to know my students better and their families at NCS and excited to see what 

God has install for us all. 

Meet Libbie Spohn: 



 

 

Every Wednesday NCS will be having an all 

staff prayer and devotion time                 

from 8-8.30am in the staff room.            

Parents are also warmly invited to join us.   

Please be aware that teachers will not be 

available to meet with parents during this 

half hour.  

 

Please note that students may not arrive 

any earlier than 8:30am as no teachers will 

be on duty, if you arrive before 8:30am the 

gates will be locked - do not enter.  

June 17-June 24 Act 

The SRC and some 9/10 students will be taking part in 

the Ration Challenge 2018. The Ration Challenge is an 

event to raise    awareness and funds to support Syrian 

Refugees. Students will be provided with a food ration 

kit to experience what is like to be a Syrian refugee for 

5 days. Our goal is to raise $1000 which can help to 

feed 15 families in the Jordan for 2 weeks.  

We believe that this will a great opportunity for       

students to grow in their compassion for others and 

model Christ by helping and showing care to those in 

need. If you would like to sponsor a student you can do so by visiting  

https://school.rationchallenge.org.au/newstead-christian-school or contact      

either myself or Mr Targett.  

Peace Ration Challenge: Mrs Alex Neilson 

https://school.rationchallenge.org.au/newstead-christian-school


 

 

Science and Engineering Challenge 2018 

The grades 8-10 competed again in this year’s science challenge at the University. 8 schools competed in 8 different 

challenging science exercises, such as bridges which had to be able to take a load and were tested for strength. The 

heaviest load a bridge could handle won the competition. This was one event NCS won. Well done Malachi, Kynan,  

Sebastian and Nate. Other activities were catapult construction, making a robotic hand etc. All teams did awesomely. 

Seraya, Mahalia and Ella won the helter skelter event and nelson, Zach, Jake and Tia did very well in the bionic hand. 

Rebekah and Jada were also outstanding in the Strangways event as were Nadia’s team in the turbine                   

competition.   The school team were runners up behind LCS who won the state championship last year and were very 

experienced. So awesome effort by everybody.  

 

Winter Sport: 

The 9-10 teams in netball and soccer have started off strongly. The netball team have won many games and the    

soccer team have won all their games easily. The soccer team are a well-balanced team this year with no weak     

players. Well done Shedrain, Sebastian, Zach, Nate, ue, Alex, Kynan, Seraya, Evelyn, Ella, Mahalia and Mac. We look 

forward to reaching the finals this year again and hopefully winning. But it’s not about winning, it’s about playing the 

game [so people say] But it’s nice to win!! 

The 6-8 soccer team have started also, They Have played div one teams first up which has been challenging, but with 

a bit of training and confidence they will improve. 

The cross country interschool comp’s are coming up soon and a strong team of grade 3-10’swill go to Geneva Christian 

college week 9, Friday and a strong grade 6-10 team will go to Kings meadows High to compete in the NHSSA        

carnival.  

 

ODE:  

The outdoor Education group are doing such things as rock climbing for the remainder of this term as well as Archery 

and a Hike. 

A busy school but as Mr. Target tells the students if you work hard we can play hard!!  

 

Futsal – past and present students and teachers/parents:  

The teams: 

Juicested [Sheddy, Zach, Seraya, Mahalia, Zara and Josiah]  

B. Boosted [Isaiah Smith, Isaac Jacobson, Ella, mac and Sebastian]  

C. Haz-Beans [Rachelle {Mrs Spark}, Glen {Mr. Crouch}, Ken [Me], Ray [Mr. Green], Cale Green [Rays son], Evelyn 

and Josiah Kenzie  

The 3 teams are coming towards the end of a second roster. Each team has been improving each week and winning 

many games, but the main thing is we are having fun. The Haz beans are gradually improving ably captained by Mrs 

Spark [Rachelle]. Mr.Green [the talented one] is getting better in goals and Rachelle is not falling over as much which 

is helping.  

Thanks 

News from Ken Green: 



 

Learn to Swimming Program - Prep, Grade 1 and 2  

 

For the past five weeks Prep, Grade 1 and 2 students have been participating in a learn 

to swimming program at Launceston Swim School.  

With many laps swum students have improved their strokes and general confidence in 

the water. Some students managed to swim the whole length of the pool for the first 
time. In the last lesson the focus was water safety and students participated in activities 

such as a rope tow and what to do if they get in trouble in an aquatic environment.     
Congratulations to all students involved for a great swim program. I hope many of you 

continue practicing the skills you have learnt whenever you get opportunities to go 
swimming. 

 

Mrs Nugteren 

News from Mel Nugteren: 



5th June 

Gr 5/6 Planetarium 

7pm - Riverbank Christian Church Parent & 

Community Session: Raising Kids in the    

Digital Age. 

(1 hour talk with 30 minutes Q&A)  

7th June 

Pre-Kinder Sessions 9am to 11am 

Assembly 9am to 9.30am 

8th June 

ODE Rock climbing 

11th June 

Public Holiday—Queen’s Birthday  

12th June 

Grandparents Day 

14th June 

Pre-Kinder Sessions 9am to 11am 

Assembly 9am to 9.30am 

15h June 

ODE - Mount Direction 

NCS Men’s Dinner @ Pizza Pub 7pm 

19th June 

Gr 7-10:Interschool cross country @KMHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st June 

Pre-Kinder Sessions 9am to 11am 

Assembly 9am to 9.30am 

22nd June 

ODE - Archery 

25th  - 30th June & 2nd July 

Gr 3-6 Learn to Swim 

27th June 

Gr K-2 Tamar Wetlands 

28th June 

Pre-Kinder Sessions 9am to 11am 

Assembly 9am to 9.30am 

29th June 

Cross Country @ Geneva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening... 

INVITATION for all parents and teachers           

When: 2.30pm every Monday                    

Where: Music Room                                   

Who for: Our School Community            

“The earnest prayer of a righteous person has 

great power and wonderful results” James 5:16 

Prayer: 

Calling all men in the Newstead 

Christian School Community.  

Invitation for dinner at Pizza Pub  

Friday 15th June at 7pm 


